


9th January 2012
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome back to the new term.  As we enter the final months of our journey together as Diocesan & Payne Smith C of E Primary, I know that there is still a lot of excellent learning that we will be experiencing together and much to look forward to.  In February there will be reports and parent consultations, whilst in March we will be welcoming students from Japan as well as experiencing an excellent science week and of course, the DPX Factor.
Unfortunately I will not be with you for the next few weeks, having undergone further foot surgery, but I am in daily contact with the school.  Miss Warnock will be leading the school in my absence and I know you will be supporting her and the staff fully.  Once I am able to walk I will be in and out of school so I look forward to seeing you all soon.
As the year progresses we hope to have increasingly more information for you on St. John’s Primary.  As you are aware, the school will come into being on September 1st 2012, but, as already known, the buildings on the KIngsmead site will not be ready.  The headteacher for St. John’s has been appointed and I know you are going to be very pleased with the appointment.  The new headteacher will be able to talk to you in greater detail about how St. John’s will operate when they have had time to look at the needs of the school and the resources that they have to run the school.  However, please don’t expect them to have all the answers for you tomorrow.
I feel that this is the right time to say that I will not be part of the new school.  The opening of any new school is exciting but also very challenging and St. John’s deserved the drive and energy of a much younger person.   I will be working with the newly appointed head for St John’s to ensure that there is a very good transition from Diocesan & Payne Smith to St. John’s.   
Those of you who felt worried about what the new school would look like and who would be involved in the new school will now be able to stop worrying.  You are in excellent hands.  
I do intend to stay in contact with the new school.   I hope to be doing some voluntary work, both locally and abroad, with children and these are experiences I hope to share with the pupils of St. John’s.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the time being Miss Warnock will be in the playground in the morning and at the end of the day should you need to see her, as also is Miss Devine.  If you have a need, please talk to the class teacher in the first instance and they will involve Miss Warnock or Miss Devine if that is required.
I do wish you all an excellent New Year and know that there will be much to look forward to.
Best wishes,

Carol Wakelin

